LABOUR    IN    A    LOVELY   SETTING:    A    BETEL    NUT   PALM    PLANTATION
Plantations of Arcca Catechu are very beautiful, the slender, unbranched stems tapering to a height of fifty feet and crowned with spreading fronds. The fruit is gathered from August to November, and the seed extracted from the fibrous rind, sliced, and dried in the sun, provides the betel nut
which all Orientals love to rhew
Malays from Sumatra, under the leadership of Alexander Hare, an Englishman, settled in the Cocos Islands and" were shortly joined by Captain J. Chinnies Ross, his family, and some Malays. Since then the population has been increased by the immigration of Bantamese from Java, and at the present time may amount to about 1,800 people, engaged in the cultivation of coconuts and the manufacture of copra. Though the Cocos or Keeling Islands and Christmas Island now form part of the colony of the Straits Settlements, they are so distant and unimportant that their connexion with the colony is hardly realized by those who live in the settlements on the Malacca Strait. The Cocos are 700 miles and Christmas Island about 200 miles south-west of
Java. A British Submarine Telegraph Company has a station on Direction Island in the Cocos group, and on the Cape to Australia route. Christmas Island forms the summit of a submarine mountain over 15,000 feet high.
Mention lastly must be made of Labuan, also administratively attached to the Straits Settlements. Off the coast of Borneo, it lies 725 miles from Singapore and about 40 miles from Brunei, whose Sultan ceded it to Great Britain in 1846. Its fine port, Victoria Harbour, is much used by coasting steamers. The native population consists mostly of Malays and of Chinese traders, and a handful of European residents, including the British deputy-governor, exists in the hot and humid climate.
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